Antepartum fetal arrythmia. A case report.
On a number of occasions fetal heart arrythmias have been detected during the course of routine antepartum patient examination. A case is presented to illustrate the difficulty of making a definitive diagnosis of the nature of the arrythmia, and its significance in relation to fetal status. Investigation included stressed and nonstressed FHR monitoring, but a definitive diagnosis could not be made during the antepartum period and the patient could, therefore, not be assured of the essentially benign nature of the arrythmia until shortly after the birth of her child. The electrocardiogram obtained from external fetal electrocardiographic monitoring is not sufficiently refined to aid in the antepartum diagnosis of fetal cardiac arrythmias.